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Visual Arts Lesson Plan: Dr. Seuss-Inspired Truffula Trees
CANDIDATE NAME: Tiana McFarland



DATE/TIME: Spring 2016
ESTIMATED LESSON LENGTH: 30 minutes 
GRADE LEVEL:  Kindergarten
SETTING:  [X] WHOLE CLASS     [] SMALL GROUP     [X] INDIVIDUAL

CONTENT AREAS: Visual Art, Literacy
LESSON TOPIC, CONCEPT or SKILL: This is a visual arts lesson that hinges on the reading of Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax. 
LESSON RATIONALE:  This lesson is important for students to learn because it introduces an aspect of visual arts in response to literature.  Literacy is an essential and foundational skill in early education, and it is important for students to be able to actively engage and respond to different elements in the literature they are exposed to. This lesson allows students to practice their appreciation of the imagination of Dr. Seuss, as well as introduces the idea that art has different properties. Students will analyze the Truffula Trees that are present within the story, The Lorax, and will discuss within a whole-group setting what those different properties are. They will then translate those properties in a small-group setting creation of a collage of rip-art, which will engage different parts of their brain. This lesson teaches students that there are all sorts of different artistic mediums, and allows students space for creativity within boundaries. 
CA COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
RI.K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

RF.K.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

CA VAPA STANDARDS:

2.0 Creative Expression Visual Arts Skills Processes, Materials, and Tools


2.3 Make a collage with cut or torn paper shapes/forms. 

ELD STANDARDS: 
ELD.PI.A.K.4.Ex Interacting in Meaningful Ways: Adapting language choices to various contexts (based on task, purpose, audience, text type) 
ELD.PI.B.K.5.Ex Interacting in Meaningful Ways: Listening actively to spoken English in a range of social and academic contexts.  
VOCABULARY/ACADEMIC LANGUAGE NEEDED:  
(From Previous Lessons)
1. Shape
2. Tear
3. Glue
4. Rip 
5. Dr. Seuss
6. Author
7. Create 
8. Shape
9. Color
10. Square
11. Circular
12. Rectangular 
 (New Vocabulary)

13. “Rip-Art”
14. Imagination
15. Properties 
16. Truffula Tree
17. Collage 
STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT ACADEMIC LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT:

· Modeling academic language use and recasting student responses using academic words and phrases
· Think-alouds with academic language use
· Scaffolding 
· Teaching within students’ Zone of Proximal Development 

· Sequenced step-by-step visuals
OBJECTIVE(S): 
Students will tear colored paper into recognizable, simple shapes. 

Students will create a collage of Dr. Seuss truffula trees using their torn paper shapes.

ASSESSMENT: 
(Formative) Check for understanding during whole group discussion of vocabulary words “imagination”, “properties”, and “collage”.  
(Formative) Check for understanding during whole group by having students restate the main ideas of the story The Lorax. 
(Formative) Check for understanding in small group by asking students what the different properties of Truffula Trees were discussed and agreed upon in whole-group.
(Summative) Students will create a piece of art that incorporates rip-art construction paper and creates their own Truffula Trees collage based on the story The Lorax.
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:
Class Discussion, Guided Practice, Modeling, Dictation 

REQUIRED TEACHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Before reading The Lorax, the teacher needs to understand the rules and norms of the classroom, including classroom behavior expectations and whole-class discussion expectations. The teacher needs to know how to redirect students through the use of class points and refocusing on the “Cheetah Line”. The teacher needs to know the routine of small group rotations and small group expectations. The teacher needs to be familiar with the vocabulary of “properties”, “imagination”, and “collage” in order to explain it in a way that Kindergarten-aged kids will understand. 
TASK ANALYSIS: 

Students must be familiar with class discussion norms and whole-group and small group behavior expectations. Students must be familiar with different shapes, including a rectangle, a square, and a circle. Students must be able to tear paper. Students must be able to glue pieces of paper down to another piece of paper in a reasonable fashion. 
PROCEDURES: 
1. Whole-Group
a. Discuss the character of Dr. Seuss while showing his picture from the back of the book
b. Ask students, “What does the word imagination mean?” and create a class discussion, writing an agreed-upon definition on the board. 
c. Specifically point out a Truffula Tree from the book. Tell students that they are to focus on the different properties of the Truffula Trees that they see.
i. Ask students what the word “properties” means and discuss that is the different parts that make up a whole item. It’s what they see!
d. Read Dr. Seuss book, modeling once in a while stopping and stating some of the properties of Truffula Trees that students might observe
i. Ask Concepts About Print questions at the beginning of the book
1. Point to the front cover and back cover
2. Who is the author? What did he do?
3. Discuss what a Title Page is
ii. Have a student re-state the main ideas of the story
e. Ask the question again, “What are the different properties of the Truffula Trees?”
f. Tell students they will take their observations to station rotations and create their own work of art through ripping construction paper and creating a collage
i. Discuss the vocabulary word “collage”
2. Small Group-At Stations (Approximately four 15 minute rotations with 6-7 students per rotation)

a. Discuss Truffula Tree details again, showing examples from the book
b. Hand out materials to each student, have them use a small piece of construction paper for practice
c. Demonstrate ripping circular, square, and rectangular shapes
d. Students practice with their own paper
e. Give expectations for the assignment, including ripping the paper, use of color, and no unnecessary lines
f. Allow for time for students to create their artwork, constantly monitoring student engagement and effort
g. Have students title their art “Truffula Trees” and write their name at the bottom with the skinny black markers
3. Clean-Up

a. Have students put materials back into their baskets, construction paper that cannot be used in the trash, and construction paper that can be used in corresponding color piles
b. Have students put their artwork at the back workstation to dry
4. Closure 

a. Ask students what “Rip-Art” is
b. Ask students what they liked and disliked about the activity
c. Ask students about Dr. Seuss’s imagination and encourage them to create something with their imagination like the Truffula Trees
5. Hang up student artwork after the glue is dry and allow time to direct students to look at all their classmates’ artwork when they get a chance to
UNIVERSAL ACCESS:  
Low-Level and ELL Support: Students will be shown step-by-step examples of how to rip construction paper and glue it on to their papers in a form of collage to make their art piece. If they are unable to complete any part of this assignment, differentiated instruction and expectations will be put into place in order to cater to each student’s individualized needs. For example, if a student has difficulty with motor skills, they could simply practice ripping the construction paper. If a student is unable to quickly rip paper, they could be expected to only create one shape within their art piece. 
Student background experience will be drawn upon in order to create a connection to the new vocabulary that is introduced in this lesson. 

Challenge: If students finish early, they will be encouraged to practice ripping construction paper into different shapes other than a square, a rectangle, and a circle. Students will be given tangrams to use as reference. 
Students who get distracted easily: Students who have difficulty keeping focused during the lesson will be given the option to refocus on the “cheetah line”, or will be moved to a different spot on the carpet during whole group and/or next to the teacher during small group. This aligns with the Nurtured Heart approach and allows students to choose the option that will make them most successful within the learning environment.
CONTENT INTEGRATIONS/EXTENSIONS:  

This lesson could be extended and students could create their own rip-art response to another of Dr. Seuss’s books (or any piece of literature). Students could be given clear parameters or they could be given freedom to create anything they wish to as long as it uses the ripping and collaging techniques. 
MATERIALS/EQUIPMENT NEEDED: 

1. Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax book
2. At least 5 different colors of construction paper

3. Glue 

4. Rip-art Truffula tree example page

5. Pencils

6. Skinny black markers

7. Tangrams
RESOURCES/SOURCES: 
Visual and Performing Arts Standards


http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/vpastandards.pdf
California Common Core State Standards


http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/
California English Language Development Standards


http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf

