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MSP Lesson Plan: Kindergarten Morning Lesson Plan
ESTIMATED LESSON LENGTH: 40 minutes 
GRADE LEVEL:  Kindergarten
SETTING:  [X] WHOLE CLASS     [] SMALL GROUP     [] INDIVIDUAL

CONTENT AREA: Opening Program
LESSON TOPIC, CONCEPT or SKILL: Language Arts and Literacy Practice, Math, Everyday Skills 
LESSON RATIONALE:  Having an opening routine that is generally consistent is important for the Kindergarten classroom because it sets the tone for learning for the day. Not only does it introduce important Language Arts and Math skills through counting the days in school and working on a monthly calendar, but it reinforces a classroom dynamic of students working together towards a common goal. Students can be engaged with the teacher, with the content, and with one another as they choral read and sing. 
CA COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
RI.K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

RF.K.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

RF.K.3.c Read common high-frequency words by sight.
SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussion

SL.K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.

SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

K.CC.1 Count to 100 by ones and tens.

K.CC.2 Count forward beginning from a given number within the known sequence. 

K.CC.4 Understand the relationship between numbers and quantities; connect counting to cardinality.

K.MD.1 Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as length or weight. Describe several measurable attributes of a single object. 
ELD STANDARDS: 
ELD.PI.A.K.1.Em Exchanging Information and Ideas: Contribute to conversations and express ideas by asking and answering yes-no and wh- questions and responding using gestures, words, and simple phrases. 
ELD.PI.A.K.3.Em Offering Opinions: Offer opinions and ideas in conversations using a small set of learned phrases as well as open responses. 

ELD.PI.C.K.11.Em Supporting Opinions: Offer opinions and provide good reasons referring to the text or to relevant background knowledge. 

ELD.PI.A.K.4.Ex Interacting in Meaningful Ways: Adapting language choices to various contexts (based on task, purpose, audience, text type) 
ELD.PI.B.K.5.Ex Interacting in Meaningful Ways: Listening actively to spoken English in a range of social and academic contexts.  
ELD.PI.A.K.1.Br Exchanging Information and Ideas: Contribute to class, group, and partner discussions by listening attentively, following turn-taking rules, and asking and answering questions. 
VOCABULARY/ACADEMIC LANGUAGE NEEDED:  
1. syllables

2. sound

3. calendar

4. month

5. day

6. year

7. week

8. Days of the Week

9. yesterday

10. today

11. tomorrow

12. Months of the Year

13. skip count

14. chart

15. bundle

16. penny

17. nickle

18. dollar

19. dime

20. quarter

21. more 

22. less

23. weight

24. weather

25. necessary

26. moist

27. gradually

28. seed 

29. observe
STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT ACADEMIC LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT:

· Modeling academic language use
· Think-alouds with academic language use during the Calendar and Math sections
· Scaffolding support and gradual release from previous opening programs 
· Recast student responses using academic words and phrases
OBJECTIVE(S): 
Students will be able to identify the number of the day in school.
Students will be able to skip count by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s to 100. 

ASSESSMENT: 
(Formative) The teacher will check for understanding by periodically asking comprehension questions throughout opening program. 

(Formative) The teacher will periodically check for understanding by listening to partner discussions and will ask students to share out what they discussed with their partners.
(Formative) The teacher will constantly check that students are actively engaged and singing the different content songs. 

(Summative) Students will orally recite the number of the day in school, write it in the air, write it on the whiteboard, and use it in a sentence with their neighbor. 

(Summative) Students will orally skip-count by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s to 100 by singing along to a song. 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:
Choral Reading, Modeling, Call-and-response 

REQUIRED TEACHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Before leading the opening program, the teacher needs to understand the rules and norms of the classroom, including classroom behavior expectations and partner discussion expectations. The teacher needs to know how to redirect students through the use of class points, class shamrocks, and refocusing on the “Cheetah Line”. The teacher needs to know the routine of opening program in order to continue the routine that has been established for the students. The teacher needs to know the songs and rhymes that will be sung during the opening program, and where specific songs that are being used for the morning are located on the iPod. The teacher needs to know where the materials and supplies for the morning are located. 
TASK ANALYSIS: 

Students must be able to raise their hands when they have a question or an answer to a question. The students who are picked as HH must know the expectations and the routine of the opening program. Students must be familiar with the syllables and the sounds within their own name. Students must be familiar with the Days of the Week and the Months of the Year. Students must be able to skip count by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s. Students must be able to count by 1’s in the 100’s, or at least follow along. Students must know what a penny, a nickel, a dime, and a dollar is. Students must be able to follow the class expectations within partner discussions. Students need to know the classroom behavior expectations and understand the importance of staying engaged during the opening program. Students need to be familiar with the flow of opening program and (at this point in the year) need to know the songs that we will be singing throughout. 
PROCEDURES: 
1. Choose Handy Helpers
a. Have girls stand up
b. Narrow down potential Handy Helpers by stating the number of syllables in the chosen student’s name
c. Continue to narrow down through naming sounds in the chosen student’s name
d. Have boys stand up and repeat
2. Invite first Handy Helper up to the front by having them choose a pointer from the bucket

3. Calendar Work

a. Sing Days of the Week song whole class while HH points
b. “Yesterday was…” activity
c. Have HH put new day and cards into pocket chart for calendar
d. Use “reading glasses” to read the Calendar sentence
4. Months of the Year

a. Months of the Year Macarena dance 
5. Switch Handy Helpers and have new Handy Helper choose a pointer
6. Days in School

a. Skip counting song while HH points to numbers on chart
b. Add day in school to chart while whole class writes the new number on the board, in the air, and on a partner’s back

c. Pocket chart with straws

d. Ask kids: For the “cheetah ears”, how many bundles of 10 are in the 1 bundle of 100?

e. Count straws whole class

7. Money
a. Add a penny to pig belly and count to find total

b. Add a penny to real money jar and talk to kids about the weight of it using the terms “more” and “less”

8. Flag Salute
9. Patriotic Song
10. Check the Weather
a. “What’s the Weather Like Today?” song with sign language

b. HH check weather and report back

c. Students sit down and turn to a partner, telling them what the weather today is in a complete sentence
d. Pull popsicle sticks and ask what the student’s partner sentence was 

11. Musicians of the Week choose song from playlist after given options
12. Robust Vocabulary Cards
a. Introduce vocabulary cards by asking “What kinds of plants or animals might you see in a national park? What kinds of plants or animals might you see in a park near your home? 
b. Read selection cards, discuss vocabulary words
UNIVERSAL ACCESS:  
Low-level/ELL/IEP students: The opening program caters specifically to low-level and ELL students through engaging pictures on the walls, sight words on the walls, the use of manipulatives, hand motions for songs, and repetitive practice of core concepts. 
High-level students: High-level questions will be asked periodically throughout the program of high-level learners in order to continue to challenge them and keep them engaged. They will be challenged to stay on task and follow behavior expectations as well. They will be encouraged to initiate and model partner conversations when prompted to. 
Students who get distracted easily: Students will be prompted to stay engaged with the opening program through being asked questions that require responses, the use of movement, and the partner discussions. Students who continue to have difficulty keeping focused during the lesson will be given the option to refocus on the “cheetah line”. This aligns with the Nurtured Heart approach and allows students to choose the option that will make them most successful within the learning environment. 
CONTENT INTEGRATIONS/EXTENSIONS:  

The end of the opening program aligns with unit 8, week 2, day 3 from Treasures. We are in the “plants” unit and everything aligns with parts of a plant. 
MATERIALS/EQUIPMENT NEEDED: 

1. Handy Helper sticks
2. Handy Helper nametags 

3. Pointers for HH
4. Pocket chart and cards for calendar

5. “Yesterday was…” cards 

6. Posters for Days in School and Months of the Year

7. Cards and tape for Days in School

8. Pocket chart for straws and numbers for Days in School 

9. Straws and rubber bands for Days in School
10. Cheetah ears prop

11. Magnetic pennies for Pig Poster

12. Real pennies for piggy bank 

13. Flags for flag salute 

14. Popsicle sticks with student names

15. Ipod for music 
16. Robust vocabulary cards
RESOURCES/SOURCES: 
Heidi Phonics
CA Treasures Teacher’s Guide Unit 8
PERSONAL TEACHING FOCUS: 

The personal teaching focus will be constant engagement of students throughout the entirety of the opening program through the use of asking DOK questions level 1 and 2, using manipulatives, call-and-response teaching techniques, and engaging songs. 
ASSESSMENT OF PERSONAL TEACHING FOCUS:


